Since 2015, Gilead Sciences has likely been infringing on a portfolio of patents owned by the United States
government protecting the use of Truvada (tenofovir disoproxil fumarate/emtricitabine) as pre-exposure
prophylaxis (PrEP). Gilead, despite not funding any of the research that led to the development of Truvada as
PrEP, charges over $2,000 a month for a drug that costs less than $4.50 per month to manufacture.
These patents represent a potential multi-billion dollar funding stream for the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), offering a potential return on the public’s investment in PrEP’s research and development.
Gilead earned $3 billion from Truvada last year alone, and has consistently increased the price of the drug, for
both prevention and treatment, since its introduction. Patent royalty payments from the company could fund a
universal PrEP program to dramatically reduce the number of new HIV infections in the country. The CDC could
also use these patents to force Gilead to dramatically lower the price of PrEP.
Yet the CDC refuses to act in the interest of people living in the United States and enforce these patents against
Gilead. The exorbitant price charged by Gilead continues to be a significant barrier to scaling-up PrEP access. As
a result, less than 10% of the people who need PrEP are using it, and the number of new HIV infections in the
U.S. has not dropped since 2012.
The CDC is directly responsible for this stagnation of the HIV response domestically and the failure to
adequately roll out PrEP to everyone who needs it.
We demand the following from Dr. Robert Redfield, Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
and Admiral Brett Giroir, Assistant Secretary for Health, to promote the public health of people living in the
United States:
1. The CDC must license its patents protecting the use of Truvada as PrEP for maximum access and
competition to benefit people living in the United States. Any licensing agreement must require that
Gilead dramatically reduce the price of Truvada, provide the drug at cost to public health programs,
provide high quality data regarding PrEP utilization, and utilize royalty revenue for a National PrEP
Access Program. This program must explicitly focus on increasing access in communities where PrEP is
underutilized, including but not limited to communities of color and communities in the South, and fund
existing community health centers providing HIV prevention services.
2. Any and all communications between the CDC and Gilead Sciences must be disclosed to the public.
Furthermore, all communities vulnerable to HIV must be involved in all future discussions and potential
settlement agreements with Gilead.
3. The CDC should utilize these patents and other means at its disposal, including existing statutory
licensing authorities, to lower the price of PrEP to a maximum price of $15 per month, whether through
the entry of generic competitors or from an agreement with Gilead Sciences.
The Trump Administration says it wants to eliminate HIV by 2030. We, the undersigned, believe that will
not be possible without affordable PrEP for all.
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